
 

Worship Planning
 Greensburg and Mt. Wesley United Methodist Churches

Sunday, August 20, 2017
The Eleventh Sunday in Pentecost 

Prelude

Lighting of the Altar Candles

Introit: (Sing together) (MW)
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
(Repeat)

Welcome / Greeting 

Greeting our Brothers and Sisters in Christ (GB)

Call to Silence (GB)
Leader: Lord, we often yearn for the good old days when life was less 

complicated. We often wish that we could retreat to a simpler time. 
Frequently Lord, we want to escape the demands of the present. 
Speak to our spirits today Holy God.

People: Forgive us for our desire to retreat from the world you have 
given us, the times you have given us to live, and from the 
people with whom you call us to share. Open our spirits to the 
indwelling of your Holy Spirit in this moment Lord.

Introit: (Sing together)  
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
(Repeat)

Call to Worship
 Leader: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.
People: Grant us ears to hear, eyes to see, wills to obey, hearts to love.
Leader: Then declare what you will.
People: Reveal what you will, command what you will, demand what 

you will.
        --Based on a prayer by Christina Rossetti, (1830-1894)

 



Prayer of Invocation (Prayed Together)
 God of truth, we come longing for the peace that only you can provide. We 
seem so often to be tossed to and fro, blown about by every wind except 
that of your own Holy Spirit. Be pleased to dwell here this day, to receive 
our worship and our praise. Linger long, and speak the truth to us in love 
that we may come to the unity of faith and to the knowledge of the full 
stature of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

 
Hymn                                               “Be Thou My Vision”         No. 451

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (MW)        Page 39 (UMH)
                   

Greeting our Brothers and Sisters in Christ (MW)

Hymn (MW)       “Cares Chorus”
“I cast all my cares upon you, I lay all of my burdens down at your feet,
and anytime that I don’t know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you.”

Lifting our Joys and Concerns before the Lord

Pastoral Prayer  

The Lord's Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Offering of Ourselves, Our Tithes and our Gifts  
Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all 
creatures here below: praise Him above ye heavenly host: praise Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Anthem 
           
The Reading of Holy Scriptures: Joshua 24:14-18

‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away  
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve  the  
Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of  



the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord.’ Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord 
to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of  slavery,  and who did those great signs in our  
sight.  He protected us along all  the way that  we went,  and among all  the peoples  
through  whom we  passed;  and  the  Lord  drove  out  before  us  all  the  peoples,  the  
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore, we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’

 
Prayer for the Preacher

Sermon      “As For Me?”                                       Dr. Grove
           

Closing Hymn      “My Hope Is Built”         No. 368

Blessing and Benediction         

As We Go (MW)  
As we leave from this place, may the mercy and grace of our Lord, 

be yours to share.
May the life that you live, be the gift that you give, so that all may know 

he cares.
As we part now in peace, may the rest and release of God’s Spirit 

go with you.
Then through service and love, with the power from above may 

you daily be renewed.
Go with his blessing, living, confessing the love of the Lord to 

the end.
Strengthen the weary, lift up the fallen, be to the lonely a friend. 

‘Till we meet again.

Postlude

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

DR. GROVE AND MARYBETH ON VACATION:  Dr. Grove and Marybeth will be on 
vacation from Monday, August 21st until Thursday, August 31st. They will be on a train 
trip to southwestern United States.  In the pastor’s absence, the Rev. Mark Mooney, 
Pastor of Otterbein United Methodist Church in Martinsburg will be on call for pastor 
care. His telephone number is (304) 272-8936- home; (301) 730-9606-cell. Our Pastoral
Associate, Mary Gunderson King will be the preacher of the day for Sunday, August 
27th.



ON DEATH AND DYING: You are invited to participate in a three-part seminar series 
on Preparing for Death and Dying.  This series is designed to offer practical, though-
provoking information and conversation on a reality of each of our lives—dying and 
death.  The program, sponsored by Greensburg/Mt. Wesley/Marvin Chapel United 
Methodist Churches will feature presentations from Brown Funeral Home, Hospice of 
the Panhandle and Rosedale Cemetery. The 7:00 – 8:30 pm sessions, will be held on 
September 6 (Mt. Wesley), October 4 (Greensburg) and November 1 (Marvin Chapel).

WEST VIRGINIA FLOOD 2017:  Disastrous flooding in West Virginia is becoming all 
too common. Once again there has been major flooding in a different section of our 
state.  The West Virginia Council of Churches is leading the way in collecting financial 
resources that will be used for the rebuilding of home, business and lives in the eight-
county devastated area.  There will be a collection basket at the back of the church over
the next four Sundays.  Those who would like to contribute are encouraged to do so.  If 
you are writing a check, make it payable to the church (either Mt. Wesley or 
Greensburg) and write in the memo line WV Flood Recovery 2017.

WOMEN’S RETREAT:  The annual Women’s Retreat for Greensburg, Mt. Wesley and 
Marvin Chapel Churches will be held at Graffland Knoll (108 Foreman Road, East, 
Shepherdstown, WV), the home of Marybeth Grove on Saturday, September 9 th.  The 
retreat theme, “God’s Simple Path” will feature Pastor Lynn Wilson, pastor of Calvary 
United Methodist Church in Martinsburg. The retreat will begin with a gathering at 9:00 
am and conclude with holy communion about 4:00 pm. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
back of the church or you can get more information from Marybeth Grove (304) 261-
6277).

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK:  Thanks to the great work of Steve Watson, the websites 
is up and filled with great information for Greensburg Church (greensburg-umc.org) and 
Mt. Wesley Church (mtwesley-umc.org) and Berkeley County Cluster of United 
Methodist Churches (bcwvumc.org). Greensburg Church, notice that donations on line 
are now available on the website!  

PARISH PEN:  The Parish Pen, the monthly newsletter of Greensburg and Mt. Wesley
United  Methodist  Churches is  available.   If  you desire  a  copy  contact  Linda Carter
(Lindacarter8@aol.com)  or  Debbie  Tabler  (dbasketlady@frontier.com),  or  Dr.  Grove
(edhfhep@gmail.com).


